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302 DUBLIN UNIVERSITY MISSION TO CHOTA NAGPUR. 

THE DUBLIN UNIVERSITY MISSION TO CHOTA 
NAGPUR. 

A SKETCH OF ITS WORK: 1891-1912. 

Church of the West ! in early days, 
Fed by the World's true Light, 

Thy lamp shed pure, unflick'ring rays 
Across a sea of night. 

Lone Pharos ! safe upon "th' unshaken Rock," 
Thou brav'st the wild wind's rage and ocean's shock. 

Church of the West I as in thy youth, 
Send forth thy sons to-day, 

Heralds of the Eternal Truth 
Trav'lling the ancient Way: 

Joy, that to heathen lands the Light they bear, 
Nay, some the martyr's crown may claim to wear. 

E. O'Connor Morris. 

IT is the proud claim of Ireland that she was once named 
the Island of Saints. When the light of Christianity had 
well nigh been extinguished over the greater part of 
Britain by hordes of Teutonic heathen invaders, the dawn 
of its light rose over Erin. The dawn was succeeded by 
an early day of exceeding brilliance. Ireland, a remote 
corner of Europe, became a centre of educational and 
religious activity. In the sixth century she sent forth 
St. Columba to Scotland. How through his instrumen- 
tality much of the northern part of that country was 
evangelized is a commonplace of Church History; while 
his successors at Iona sent missionaries to Northumbria, 
which included the South of Scotland up to Edinburgh. 
Nor did the neighbouring island exhaust the spirit of 
Irish missionary adventure. To the continent of Europe, 
to the snows of Iceland, Irish monks went forth proclaim- 
ing the everlasting Gospel of the Love of God. Has the 
early enthusiasm of her sons and daughters in the cause 
of Christ altogether died down in Ireland as the ages have 
unfolded themselves? Has the bright light that once she 
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upheld become dim in these last days? It is the object 
of this slight sketch of missionary effort to show that in 
one part of the world (though by no means the only one) 
the Irish Church still has her adventurers for God, still 
her Knights of the Cross, who fight probably in a more 
difficult warfare than did their spiritual forefathers. 

In the year I89o the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel received a communication from some graduates 
of Trinity College, Dublin, saying that they were willing 
to undertake foreign missionary work in any part of the 
Society's field of operations. Their only stipulation was 
that they should live together in community and keep up 
their connexion with their University. This offer of 
service was gladly accepted, and the sphere of work 
allotted to them was the district of Hazaribagh, in the 
Diocese of Chota Nagpur, then a part of the Province of 
Bengal. 

Before attempting to give an outline of the work 
achieved by the Dublin University Mission it is necessary 
to understand something of the history of missionary 
work in Chota Nagpur and also to gain some idea of the 
country and its inhabitants. The first Christian teachers 
in that part of India were four Lutheran clergymen who 
began to work there in 1844. Their evangelistic efforts 
were extraordinarily successful after a few years of 
patient waiting. In I869, chiefly owing to disagreements 
among the members of the Lutheran Mission, some of the 
missionaries and native converts applied to the Bishop of 
Calcutta, Dr. Milman, to receive them into the English 
Church. He waited for some time before granting their 
request, in order to give ample opportunity for peace to 
be restored in the Mission. However an understanding 
could not be satisfactorily achieved, and after repeated 
applications from those (who doubtless on other grounds 
as well really desired it), he received no less than 6,ooo 
native Christians into the Anglican Communion and 
ordained three Lutheran pastors as clergymen of the 
English Church. 
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In I8go Chota Nagpur was constituted a separate dio- 
cese, with the Rev. J. C. Whitley, who since 1869 had 
worked most zealously among its peoples, as its first 
Bishop. There were at this period three Christian bodies 
working in the diocese, namely, the Lutherans of the 
original Mission, Roman Catholics, and members of the 
English Church. In I88o a large number of Jesuits came 
to the country, and not content with confining their pre- 
sentation of Christianity to the heathen, gained recruits 
to their Communion from both the Lutheran and Anglican 
Missions. According to the last census there are now 
altogether 200,00ooo Christians in Chota Nagpur belonging 
to these three Communions. 

Chota Nagpur is divided into five districts-Hazaribagh 
in the north, Ranchi in the centre, Singhbhum in the south, 
and Manbhum and Palamow to the east and west respec- 
tively: the whole district is as large as England. The 
climate resembles that of Europe more nearly than any 
other part of the plains of India, with the exception of 
Singhbhum, which has the notoriety of being the hottest 
part of Bengal, with a temperature sometimes reaching 
I180 in the shade. The scenery in the north and centre 
is extremely pretty and in parts reminds the traveller of 
Saxon Switzerland. The jungle in this part of India 
consists of " great tracts of uncultivated country with 
scrub and bushes and smaller or larger trees scattered 
more or less thickly over it."' 

The inhabitants of Chota Nagpur comprise the abori- 
gines or K61s; Hindus, the descendants of the Aryans of 
Central Asia, who centuries before the Christian era 
settled in India, and Mohammedans, who have been in 
that continent since the tenth century of our era. 

The religion of the aborigines, of whom there are four 
distinct tribes, Santhals, Hos, Mundas and Oraons, is 
Animism, largely consisting of the fear of evil spirits, and 
the chief religous duties of the people are to propitiate 

1 Dr. Eyre Chatterton, The Story of Fifty Years' Mission Work 
in Chota Nagpur, p. 8. 
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these by animal sacrifices. Their ideas of the future life 
are materialistic as viewed from the Christian standpoint, 
for after death the soul "is supposed to hover in the 
region of its old earthly dwelling . . . and food is 
left out for it, lest it be grieved or angry. . . . The 
moral level of many of the K61s is, as one might imagine, 
about as low as their spiritual condition."' 

They live in villages, seldom if ever in towns. Some 
of them as the centuries have passed have been admitted 
into the lower castes of the Hindu system, have adopted 
Hindu customs and are considered Hindus of an inferior 
kind. These are known as semi-aborigines or Bhuiyas. 

When we speak of the rapid advance of Christianity in 
Chota Nagpur it must be clearly understood that the con- 
verts have been gathered almost entirely from the K61s; 
comparatively few Christians have been made from the 
Hindus and Mohammedans, and it is among adherents of 
these two elaborate systems of religious thought that the 
work of the Dublin University Mission chiefly lies. 

The first members of the Mission started from Tilbury 
Docks on December Ioth, 1891. The party consisted of 
four priests, one of whom was also a doctor, one deacon, 
and a lady associate who had had much experience in 
nursing.' In March, 1892, they had settled to work at 
Hazaribagh, the chief town of the district of the same 
name. Here it was arranged with the Government that 
the buildings formerly occupied by English troops when 
Hazaribagh was used as a sanatorium for soldiers, should 
be bought for the use of the Mission. They were handed 
over willingly to it on condition that if they were wanted 
again for Government purposes they were to be given 
back, compensation being paid for any repairs that had 
been executed. 

'Ibid. pp. 15, I7. 
3The Revs. Eyre Chatterton, K. W. S. Kennedy, M.B., J. A. 

Murray, B.D., C. W. Darling, G. F. Hamilton, and Miss Fanny 
Hassard. 
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The following description of the method of life and 
work of the Dublin Mission is taken from Bishop 
Chatterton's account of it in his book, The Story of Fifty 
Years' Mission Work in Chota Nagpur. He was the first 
Head of the Brotherhood and is now Bishop of Nagpur 
in the Central Provinces. Before the missionaries left 
Ireland it was agreed that they should live together and 

loyally adhere to such rules for the government of their 
life as should later be drawn up; but that they should not 
be bound by any vows or permanent pledges. As to their 
maintenance it was decided that each of the members 
should be allowed to draw up to Rs.3oo (equal to t20) 
per annum for personal expenses. They were to receive 
no other salary but were to be supported out of a common 
fund made up froin the S.P.G. grant and the Dublin 
University subscriptions. The private property of an 
individual member of the community was to be left to 
his own discretion. One member was to be chosen as 
head of the community, a kind of primus inter pares 
among his brethren. The Mission was also to include 
associates and lady associates, who were to work with 
the sanction of the Bishop under the direction of the Head 
of the Mission. 

Over twenty years have passed since that small band 
of Irish missionaries began their venture of faith at Haza- 
ribagh. To-day are seen slowly rising the walls of that 
spiritual temple of which they were " the master builders 
who . . . laid the foundations well and solidly."' 

The present work of the Mission may be grouped for 
convenience sake under five heads-Devotional, Educa- 
tional, Medical, Evangelistic and Pastoral. 

I. From the beginning of its existence the work of 
prayer has been a prominent feature in the life of the 
Mission. Its members desire above all else to be " men 
of prayer." At Hazaribagh early each morning they are 
accustomed to meet for united worship in the Mission 

'The Rev. J. C. Forrester, present Head of the Mission. 
Dublin University Missionary Magazine, Michaelmas, 191 I, p. 33. 
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chapel. Later, all the European and native workers, with 
the native Christians belonging to the Mission, are ex- 
pected to attend Mattins in Hindi. In the middle of the 
day again the members meet for a Service of Interces- 
sion for their own needs and for those of the world at 
large. Evensong is said in Hindi as the day draws to its 
close, and before they retire for the night the brethren 
meet in their chapel " and commend themselves and their 
work into the hands of the Father of Spirits." 5 

On Sundays, holy days and Thursdays the Holy Com- 
munion is celebrated, when " all the members, lady asso- 
ciates, and European sympathizers in the station meet 
to join their intercessions with His in whom alone all 
intercessions find their efficacy."' 

It is a rule of the Mission that one hour each day is set 
apart by every worker for theological study. An annual 
retreat is held when, set free from the ordinary routine 
of work, the missionaries give themselves time for the 
deepening of their spiritual lives by uninterrupted prayer 
and meditation. Addresses at these retreats are given 
by clergymen from the homeland or other parts of India 
who are accustomed to this special kind of work. 

2. The Mission has now got twenty-five primary schools 
in the district, with over 600o schoolboys on their rolls. 
Of these nearly 500 belong to the Hazaribagh and the 
remainder to the Chitarpur centre. In addition to the 
primary schools there is a flourishing collegiate school at 
Hazaribagh containing some 3oc boys with a hostel 
attached for the use of Christian boarders. This hostel 
or boarding school is under the care of a warden. The 
post is now held by an Indian priest, the Rev. P. L. Singh, 
who is also principal of the school. There are about 125 
boys in the hostel: with a few exceptions they are all 
aboriginals of Chota Nagpur. Some of the lads 
"work their way at the school into college . . . In rgIi we 
sent up three Christian lads for the matriculation of Calcutta 
University, and all passed, one being placed in the first division 

SFifty Years of Mission Work in Chota Nagpur, p. 183. 
6Ibid. 
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and winning a Government Scholarship . . . Most of the 
lads who reach our college" (of which more hereafter) "will take 
up Mission work of some kind, either as clergy, High School 
teachers or as medical men. Some few will get posts in the 
Government service. Of the boys who can only reach the senior 
classes of the school, some will work as elementary school 
teachers, as compounders and dressers in the Mission Hospital, 
or get some minor post in Government employ. A certain number 
are sent to be trained in Government or other industrial schools 
as motor drivers, carpenters, teachers of weaving, and some 
return to their villages, where they occupy themselves with 
agriculture."7 

A former warden of the Hostel, the Rev. J. C. Forrester, 
says of the religious side of its work, 

"Seldom a night passes without the opportunity of helping 
Christ-ward some one of more of these dear lads. Regular and 
careful Bible teaching is, of course, given daily in the school. 
The Christian boys are taught separately from the non-Christians 
in religious subjects. The influence of our Christian lads on 
their non-Christian schoolmates is marked. Our boys have told 
us more than once that the non-Christians are ashamed to use 
bad language before them . . . Our Christian lads are, as we 
know right well, by no means perfect . . . they have their 
faults and failings. But it is a joy to find that they are never 
ashamed of declaring themselves to be Christians. In their 
opinion it is the most natural thing in the world to say their 
prayers. - . . To be ashamed or afraid to kneel down to pray 
in front of a dormitory never enters their heads for a moment. 

S. . 'I'm going home,' said a little lad of eleven, in what we 
thought were the ramblings of a long and severe attack of fever. 
We thought he was thinking of his village. Presently he repeated 
the words, and we found he meant 'the city which hath founda- 
tions, whose maker and builder is God.' To the little lad his 
Heavenly Father's Home was no unreal thing. 'I'm going home.' 
And in a few short hours the Good Shepherd came and took His 
lamb in His arms to the 'green pastures beside the still waters.' 
And it was with the strains of 'Jesus lives '! and 'Gates ajar ' 
that we bore the little coffin to ' God's acre.' We sorrowed not 
as those without hope."8 

St. Columba's College is also situated at Hazaribagh. 
Here a first class education is given to students who are 
prepared for the B.A. examination in Calcutta Univer- 
sity. The majority of these are Hindus, both Bengalis 
and Biharis. There are also a few Mohammedans and a 

TArticle, " Boy Life in Hazaribagh" : Mission Field, November, 
191 I, p. 333. 

8 Ibd, p. 335. 
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sprinkling of Indian Christians. All the students receive 
daily some Christian teaching: the cbject of the Mission 
being to influence men for Christ and to create a Chris- 
tian atmosphere in the College. There is a hostel at- 
tached to it for the use of resident students. The Prin- 

cipal of St. Columba's College is always one of the Dublin 
Brotherhood. At present the post is filled by the Rev. 
S. L. Thompson. There are 137 students in the College. 

3. At Hazaribagh there are two hospitals, one for men 
and a new one in course of erection for women. These 
are under the care of doctors and nurses. 

On October 28th, I912, the Lieutenant-Governour of 
Bihar and Orissa, Sir Charles Bayley, paid a visit to the 
new St. Columba's Zenana Hospital. I give an extract 
from his speech on the following day at Durbar in Hazari- 

bagh:- 
"In speaking of medical aid, I should like to take this oppor- 

tunity of expressing my very high sense of the work which is 
being done by the Dublin University Mission in establishing an 
hospital for women on an adequate scale. It was my good fortune 
yesterday to inspect the buildings which are now being erected 
as the first portion of a really fine institution for this purpose, 
and I was very pleased to be able to promise on behalf of the 
Local Government a donation of Rs.6,ooo, which will enable 
these buildings to be completed at an early date. I know of no 
institution which is more deserving of support, both from Govern- 
ment and from private generosity, than this hospital, unless it 
is the College and Hostel, which are also maintained by the 
Mission. Government have done, and are doing, what they can 
to aid both. Will you allow me, gentlemen, to appeal through 
you to the well-to-do inhabitants of the town and district of 
Hazaribagh to follow the example of Government in this respect, 
and to assist both to the utmost of their power." 

Sir Charles Bayley has himself promised the theatre 
furniture for the new hospital out of his own private purse. 
At Chitarpur there is also a small hospital. At present 
this is worked by a skilful native hospital assistant, 
known as the Dr. Babu, who has had three years' medical 
training: and there is besides an European nurse. It is 
feared that unless a male doctor volunteers for the Mission 
the men's hospital at Hazaribagh may have to be closed. 
The only doctors now working in the Mission are two 
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ladies, Drs. Eva Jellett and C. O'Meara. In Chota Nagpur, 
as in all parts of the world, the missionaries have had 
proof that the loving care bestowed on men's bodies in 
sickness by His servants who strive to obey His com- 
mands, has been one of the surest means to lead those who 
do not know Christ, to the Divine Physician of soul and 
body. 

4. In one sense all the work of the Mission is evange- 
listic, for the aim of the workers is to spread the message 
of the Gospel, but the two former methods may be con- 
sidered less direct than the preaching which is carried on 
in the Bazaar of Hazaribagh, where also Christian books 
and tracts are distributed. At Chitarpur (forty miles from 
Hazaribagh) preaching is held in the dispensary and in 
the district round it The work of the preacher is some- 
times attended with much difficulty, as the following 
words will show: 

"In the most wretched and jungly villages we are welcomed, 
but in the respectable parts of the town we are laughed at, 
regarded as fools, and the children are allowed to be very rude 
to us. Only the other day one young man among a supercilious 
crowd whom we tried to speak to was kind enough to escort us 
a little way home and to ask us not to trouble working any more 
in Chitarpur, for we would never make Christians here. I have 
tried to teach by means of the magic lantern, but with very little 
success. Once we were disturbed in the middle of our lecture by 
two drunken and quarrelsome Santhals; and twice we could not 
even begin because of a noisy and vulgar crowd who would insist 
on regarding us as tomasha-wallahs who were merely furnishing 
an amusing show."' 

Each year some of the missionaries give Christian 
teaching at the Suraj Kund Mla, about thirty miles from 
the headquarters of the Mission. The name Suraj Kund 
means the "Well of the Sun," and here there are boiling 
sulphur springs. In January crowds of people visit these 
springs and a religious gathering or mela is held by the 
Hindus. In I912 special efforts were made to reach the 
women who go in large numbers to this mela. One of the 
lady doctors and a nurse held a dispensary each day, 

9Rev. S. L. Thompson in Dublin University Missionary 
Magazine, Trinity, 1912, p. 130. 
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while another of the Mission ladies and two native Bible 
women made friends with and taught the patients who 
caine, or anyone they could get to listen to them. They 
discovered that the name of Christ was new to many of 
their hearers. 

5. As the years pass, and Indian converts to Christianity 
are gathered into the Church, it will be readily seen that 
the spiritual care and training of these is a paramount 
duty of the Mission. This side of the work increases year 
by year as the Christians grow in number, and it calls 
loudly for a larger staff of clergy to deal effectively with 
it. Besides Hazaribagh and Chitarpur, there are congre- 
gations of Indian Christians scattered throughout the 
district under the care of native catechists with occasional 
visits from one of the European priests. The Dublin 
Brotherhood also takes pastoral care of the European 
residents at Hazaribagh and Kodarma. We have spoken 
of the medical and educational departments of the Mission 
as helps to its evangelistic work; allusion to the industrial 
section must not be omitted as an adjunct to the pastoral 
work. The only industrial school for boys, so far, is that 
at Chitarpur: it has had many difficulties to contend with, 
but it is hoped that it may have a very useful future before 
it. Some of the Christian boys have been sent to missions 
in other parts of India to learn trades; for example, two 
have been taught carpentering at Cawnpore. 

Women's work in the Mission follows the lines of school 
work among girls, teaching and visiting in the Zenanas, 
medical and industrial work. The lady Associates also 
take charge of orphan children, from time to time handed 
over to the care of the Mission. If the orphan is a boy 
he is kept in the Boys' Orphanage at Hazaxibagh, girls 
are generally sent to Ranchi. 

It must be clearly understood that the European workers 
are assisted by Indian Christians, who include priests, 
catechists, teachers (male and female), and hospital assis- 
tants. There are also Bible women, compounders and 
dressers in the hospital staffs at Hazaribagh and Chitarpur, 
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to say nothing of the important posts held by native 
Christians in St. Columba's College. 

The year 1912 was a sad one for the Mission, for during 
it two of the chief workers passed away from earth. 

On March 26th, Dr. Hearn, who succeeded to Mr. 
Chatterton's position as Head in 19oo, died in a nursing 
home at Bournemouth after serving more than eighteen 
strenuous years of his life in India. He was' loved and 
respected by all who knew him for the saintly beauty of 
his life and the stedfast goodness that made him the stay 
and support of the whole Mission. By many in India he 
was known as the "Angelic Doctor." Nearly two months 
later the summons of the Angel of Death came to Fanny 
Hassard, Head of the Lady Associates. She died at 
Hazaribagh on May Igth, in the Octave of the Ascension, 
among the people she loved and served so faithfully. 
Her body rests in peace in an Indian grave near the latest 
disciples of the Master to whom the devotion of her heart 
and life were wholly given. 

In 1913 the Mission will complete twenty-one years of 
work. It is hoped to mark the occasion in November by 
the formal opening of the " King's Block " at the College, 
and of the Zenana Hospital at Hazaribagh. The foun- 
dation stone of a class-room for women in Miss Hassard's 
memory will also be laid, and the first sod cut in the 
Christian village, the chosen memorial to Dr. Hearn, which 
was a scheme of expansion lying very near his heart. A 
visit from the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Charles Bayley, 
will be one of the features of the celebrations, and it is 
hoped that as many visitors from home as possible will be 
present to see for themselves how greatly God has blessed 
the work of the Mission. 

I have tried to give an outline of the work of the Dublin 
University Mission to Chota Nagpur; to show to what 
large proportions it has grown, and by what able and 
single-minded workers it is carried on. 

But they are very few; a small company whose spirits 
are often sorely tried by incessant work, whose bodies 
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are sooner or later injured by a climate not congenial to 
Europeans. And added to these trials is the spiritual 
sense of being isolated among a host of unbelievers in 
Christ 

These are the words of one of the workers: 

" There is not one of us but would gladly give every ounce of 
bodily and mental power to the work, rejoicing to spend and be 
spent. But the daily continuous stress of work from early morn- 
ing until late at night almost inevitably means spiritual loss save 
for one or two men of exceptional spiritual force." 

The pathos in the above words should surely awaken a 
generous missionary response in the hearts of the members 
of a Church once capable of producing a Columba, a 
Brigid, a Columbanus. It will be an evil day for the 
Irish Church if her young men and women hang back in 
sloth, and refuse to help the spread of Christ's Kingdom 
throughout the whole world, by personal service abroad, 
by constant prayer and work at home. It is well for us 
all to remember the malediction pronounced long ago on 
those feeble ones " who came not to the help of the Lord, 
to the help of the Lord against the mighty." 

GERTRUDE O'CONNOR MORRIS. 
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